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PLAY-GOING OF THE OLDEN 
TIME. 


I remember the first dramatic perform- 
ance I ever went to see was “ Lodoiska.” 
I say went tosee, because | shajl presently 
show, that I was foiled in my intent. 
was just eleven years of age, and being of 
that turn of temper denominated obstinate 
I resolved in defiance of the doctrines of 
my mama, to go to the play. One event- 
ful evening, 1 therefore, pushed my way 
up the stairs of Drury’s gallery, and en- 
tered at half-price. This happened some 
few years nat when the galleries were 
occasionally full.” I was squeezed up 
between a gentleman of rather extraordi- 
nary attitude, and a lady a little inclined 
to en bon point, What between the edge- 
bone of the one, and the flesh of the other, 
I was nearly annihilated; and a rush 
taking place, 1 was within an age of getting 
into the pit under price. At this juncture 
the aforementioned lady of large pattern, 
said, “put your arm round the small of 
my back”. Patience preserve me! the 
small of her back was more than I could 
span. If any little gentleman has been 
jostled and hustled between two gigantic 
figures in a crowd, he will know that the 
arms of his companions are very apt to 
carry his chapeau an uncomfortable dis- 
tance from his head. 


Now, this was precisely my case; my 
hat was at an elevation of six inches, and 





though still above my head, did not touch 
it; albeit, my hat was Seaver, the loss 
would have been felt; and I bethought 
me of means to insert my head in it once 
more. To raise my arms was impossible, 
but I raised my eyes, and looking around 
me, observed a gentleman with an wn- 
wieldy stick, extremely busy in knocking 
those hats off that obstructed his view ; 
with the greatest difference I suggested for 
the sake of variety, his knocking mine on; 
he did and so effectually, that my hat 
came right down to my chin. ‘Talk of 
the man in the ball, here was a superior 
case of horror. I heard the rapturous ap- 
plause the extatic exclamation of “ Look 
there Bobby,” ‘ Bravo Wallack,” .&. &c. 
but I could see nothing, now and then a 
hoarse voice exclaimed, “hats off !”——mine 
was still immoveable. At length, a lady 
vending apples, pears &c., commisserating 
my situation, uncovered the dish, after L 
had been stewing for three quarters of an 
hour, and restored me to sight and. respi- 
ration. I saw the whole of the last act of 
Lodoiska, and went home and spent the 
night, in visions of Lovegrove, and the 
man with the stick,the brutal giant, and 
the compassionate fruiterer. From that 
hour the blow was struck, parental power 
was in vain. Often in the dreary. winter 
of 1813, did I run over to the cireus, eat 
in half by the wind as I came home over 
the bridge, and cut in half, in another way 
when I reached home. I viewed Astley’s 
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riders in defiance of whipping, and went to 
the dominion of Fancy, in spite of my 
mother’s fancied dominion. Not that my 
mind was altogether at ease; sometimes, 
in the riding ring, the lashing of Mr. 
Makeen’s whip recalled some unpleasant 
recollections of my mother’s domestic ar- 
rangements ; but still— 
“Oh! the choice—what heart can doubt, 
Of bliss with stripes, or none, without.” 
The persuasive powers of my home cir- 
cle were very great; and as they were 
chiefly aimed at the head and shoulders, 
produced considerable effect, but not per- 
manently; no, mad I was, theatrically 
mad, and it was not in the power of cor- 
rectives to alter the system. Play-going 
is one of the most perilous amusements 
imaginable. Oh! the steam and high 
pressure ofentering a crowded pit--toes en- 
durance, (you must have much endurance 
altogether,) and hats assailed by flat-tery, 
then the coat-tails, what a tale could I 
not tell of them, to say nothing of having 
with difficulty placed your hands in your 
breeches pocket, and finding as Sir Edward 
says, “your property has vanished,” or, 
skipping that, the certainty of standing at 
the money-taker’s box, (his is the only 
quiet box in the house,) with your prede- 
cessor’s elbow in your stomach, iad your 
successor’s fist in your back, you are un- 
able to make any exclamations but gut- 
turalsounds, Entered—discordant noises 
of untuned fiddles assail your ears, and the 
little colloquys of the gentlemen above, 
tend to add to the head ache, the musici- 
ans have created. Suppose you are 
seated in the second row, wiih Mise So and 
So on one side, and her pertinaceous mama 
on the other, ten to one but some benevo- 
lent gentleman in the upper compartment, 
(gallery has grown vulgar), gratuitously 
distributes his half-sucked orange, and 
Miss So and So's spotless bonnet becomes 
amateur receiver of the besprinkled juice 
Miss is shocked, and her mother “wonders 
these things are not prevented,” and looks 
at you, silent and innocent as you may be, 
as though you was the guilty cause of all. 
The play commences— Miss So and So 
(your intended of course) thinks Albert a 





sweet fellow; could listen to Sinclair for 
ever; and loves to see Charles Kemble 
come on; and then suddenly breaks out 
with “ Lord, how you look, why you don’t 
enjoy it at all, I could look at him all night” 
Her prudent mama thinks Miss Love too 
forward, and is shocked at the dancer's, and 
shudders at all the pretty faces in the the- 
atre.” This is very well but what follows? 
A good sort of fellow enough civilly re- 
quests the old Jady to remove her bonnet, 
the same being of Gig-head size—she re- 
fuses, and abuses —the citizen remonstrates, 
and finally you knock a man’s teeth down 
his throat, for requesting that which you 
feel should have been done without any 
request at all—visions of Bow Street fill 
your mind the remainder of the evening, 
and a warrant from the same source fills 
your hand the next morning. Then going 

ome, by some fortunate chance it proves 
a dewy evening—not acoach to be had— 
at which you grieve, and the ladies won- 
der. Miss is sure it was a worse night 
last week, when Lieutenant Squilt got a 
chariot, quite a nice chariot,—and the 

leasant mother is sure to catch her death, 
would rather have stayed at home than 
gone, and would rather have been in the 
theatre all night than gone out in the wet, 
it’s what nobody does. All this worthy 
reader, may and does occur. Poor suffer- 
ing humanity! to whatare you subjected ? 
My receipt. for play-going is this.—Go 
alone, of if you must needs have a com- 
panion, choose one who knows how to 
speak and when to be silent ; one who will 
not interrupt your mind when it is lifted 
into the heaven of poetry. Take, besides 
this companion a huge stick; it answers 
the double purpose of dispensing terror to 
the toes of intruders as you are obtaining 
a seat, and supporting your hat when you 
have got one. Sit in the third or fourth 
row, and in the middle of that, let the play 
be Shakspere’s or Otway’s, and let the 
farce be musical; have your great coat 
lying in waiting at the nearest oyster shop 
if the weather is cold, and let the house be 
comfortably thin. if the weather be warm ; 
let fate so decree it that neither tailor, 
baker, nor any other noxious animal, be- 
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twixt whom and yourselfthere are existing 
differences, be within eye-shot, nor any 
loquacious idiot of either sex within ear- 
shot, (the two things last named are com- 
forts seldom realised ;) let there be no 
ten-penny-worth of songs thrust into your 
hands, whether you want them or not ; or 
rather let all the vendors thereof have se- 
vere sore throats, so that one sort of an- 
noyance may be avoided; let there be no 
royal visitors, to cause Rule Britannia, etc. 
to bedrummed into your ears ; and finally 
and particularly let the players be very 
quick between the acts. 

These things provided, a play is a de- 
lightful, a fascinating, and rational amuse- 
ment; without them, it is the hotbed of 
human misery. 


W. L. R. 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 





PRINCESS’S. 

The Courier of Lyons, a new drama 
produced for the benefit of Mr. C. Kean, 
is full of horrid situations. The applause 
at the conclusion of the piece was immense 
and the audienceseemed perfectly delighted 
with the novelty provided for them by Mr. 
Kean, The secondary and minor partsin 
the drama were well and carefully acted. 
Miss Heath as Jeanette, the ill-used and 
neglected wife of Dubose, played with great 
dramatic feeling and pathos, and Miss 
Kate Terry, as Joliquet, the boy at the 
Inn, made a decided impression in the 
part. The three confederate villians, in 
whom there is an attempt at individualisa- 
tion, were remarkably well supported by 
Mr. D. Fisher, Mr. Addison, and Mr. 
Saker. Miss Leclerq and Mr. Cathcart 
personated the betrothed Julie and Didier 
very pleasingly. After the new drama 
a ballet, entitled Zhe Halt of the Ballet, or 
Dancing for Life, vas produced, in which 
Miss Louise Leclerg, sister of the accom- 
plished and fascinating actress of that name 
made her debut, she isa beautiful danseuse 
and certainly the best that has appeared 
on the English stage for many years. The 
plot of itis this,—A theatrical company 





are travelling in Spain, they are attacked 
by Brigands, and as there is not very 
valuable property, the brigands threaten 
to murder them. However a proposition 
being made that they should perform to 
them, and after they have done so, the 
men are so delighted that they not only 
allow them their liberty, but present them 
with apurse of money. The dancing of 
Miss Leclerq was perfect, and met with 
loud and just applause. Messrs. Cormac 
and Huline took a part in the performance ; 
the latter gentleman much amused the 
audience with his grotesque antics. The 
mise en scene is beautifully done as usual 
at this theatre and we think there is every 
prospeet of its having a long run. 


HAYMARKET. 

On Friday Mr. Buxton took his benefit 
and it is pleasing to relate the house was a 
real bumper, on which occasion a new 
farce was produced, entitled As Like as 
Two Peas, in which Mr. Buckstone sus- 
tained a character that, if elaborated in 
a drama, might be placed in the same 
class as The Corsican Brothers and Zhe 
Courter of Lyons, with this difference that 
in the farce the duality is only imaginary 
and the hero is his own double. Mr. 
Buckstone kept the house in shouts of 
laughter by his excellent acting, and both 
Mrs. Fitzwilliam and Mrs, Buckingham 
contributed to the complete success of the 
piece, which was announced for repetition 
every evening. The farce of The Twrn- 
pike Gate, in which Mr. Coppin ted 
the character of Crack, concluded the en- 
tertainments. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 
This house having been closed quite 
unexpectedly last week, Mr. Wright on 
the spur of the moment undertook the 





sooner than the whole company should be. 
thrown out of engagements, at an hour's 


who has shown’a good feeling towards his 
fellow performers. The night's perform- 
ances have been nearly the same’ as last 





week and the performances’ have “been 


management and responsibility fora week, 


notice. This we consider a most ‘praise- 
worthy action on en Bet of Mr. Wright, 
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much larger than heretofore, and we trust 
paying houses will be the result,-for be- 
sides the rdmirable acting of Mr. Wright 
he is supported by an excellent company, 
and when we state that Messrs. Barrett, 
Worrell, Charles, Judd, and many others 
whose names we do not immediately re- 
collect; besides a host of clever ladies 
whose well known talent entitles them to 
our notice, namely, Mesdames Elsworthy, 
E. Norton, Barrett, Parks, Levine, ete. ; 
we feel assured that unner the manage- 
ment of Mr. Wright with a change of 
comedy pieces, the Islingtonians will en- 
able him to keep open old Sadler's Wells 
fora longer period than was first antici- 
pated. 


DRURY LANE. 

Great success has attended the repre- 
sentations of the grand opera the Hugenots. 
The fine acting and singing of Formes 
and Madame Caradori, are such that at 
the reduction of admission the house has 
been crowded nightly. Mr. Sims Reeves 
is announced to appear on Thursday, for 
the first time since his severe indisposition, 
in Fra Diavolo, Donizetti's opera of Linda 
di Chamount will be played for the first 
time on Friday evening, with Madlle. 
Agnes Bury in the character of the gentle 
Linda. 

STANDARD. 

A new drama, called, 7he Lamplighter, 
founded upon a popular story has been 
produced with immense success and bids 
fair to have an extended run of popular 
favour. The Courier of Lyons, originally 
brought out here on the English stage, 
will be received immediately, at least so 
says on dit, It is with the deepest regret 
that we have heard of the lamentable acci- 
dedt (a fracture of the leg) which has 
Gecyred to the hichly esteemed lessee of 
this theatre, Mr. Joht Douglass, and most 
sincerely in common with hundreds of 
others, desire and hope to bear of his 
speedy and perfect recovery. 

The CITY. 

summer season is, progressing most 
successfully and all the id favourites of 





with unabated industry and zeal. On the 
stage Mr. W. Searle appears unremitting 
in his exertions to please, and in the front 
of the theatre, Mr. Austin Lee with all 
his accustomed tact, politeness and_ skill 
takes very good care that the patrons of 
the establishment shall have their comfort 
and convenience most fully atiended to. 
A whole host of the first novelties are on 
the verge of making their appearance and 
we heartily wish success to the spirited 
undertaking. 


VICTORIA. 

A round of novel and in most instanees 
highly successful novelties have continued 
to appear at this decidedly, one of the 
most attractive theatres the metropolis can 
boast of possessing. A new drama’ enti- 
tled Michael Ceno in three acts, from the 
practised pen of Mr. H. Young has 
been produced with signal success, and 
merits well the applause with which it has 
been received. It will no doubt have an 
extended run both here and in the pro- 
vinces. 


PAVILION. 

We visited this theatre on Friday last; 
the performances commenced with the 
piece entitled Woman and Her Master in 
which many of the characters were not 
so well sustained as we should like to have 
seen them, We must in justice speak of 
those worthy of our notice. The Ned 
Cantor of Mr. Elphinstone deserves praise 
the character being well suited to this 
gentleman's acting. Mr. Morton pleased 
us as Bandy-legged Jim. The pert of 
Mabel was well played by Miss Marian 
Lacey as also the ]uady Briancourt of Mrs, 
Griffiths, A very interesting drama fol- 
lowed, entitled Heme Sweet Home which 
went. off with great eclat; Mrs. Hudson 
Kirby teok Clari, the returned and re- 
pentant daughter, in a very lady-like man- 
ner ;, she was truly: pathetic in many of 
the. scenes, which was. well conceived by 
the audience. and was called before the 
curtain atthe,end of the piece. Rolamo, 
the, broken-hearted Father of Clari was 





the public maintain their several positions 


respectably aeted by Mr. Sawford, and the 
Duke Vivaldi was also well played by 
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Mr. Mortimer. A nautical drama wound 
up the evening’s amusements, which we 
did nut stay to see. 





AMATZUR THEATRICALS. 





CABINET THEATRE. 
There have been no performances of late 
in consequence of the alterations and re- 


decorating of this now very neat and pretty | 


amateur theatre, 
of acharacter to add very materially to 
its already well known patronage. The 
entrance is much improved by the intro- 
duction of a classical figure being placed 
in front bearing a brilliant gas light; the 


floor is also covered with a handsome car | ~ 


pet and the whole of the lobby re-decorated 
which gives it an entire novel and exceed- 
ing pretty effect; the interior of the house 
has undergone much alteration and the 
saloon behind the stalls will be found to be 
a most agreeable retreat for the purpose of 
procuring refreshment. Altogether it is 
now the neatest and prettiest theatre of the 
kind, On Thursday last a very respecta- 
ble performance took place; the enter- 
tainments commenced with the comedy of 
The Kivals, Mr. C. R. Elliston as Sir An- 
thony Absolute, p!ayed with his wonted 
energy and spirit, and showed a thorough 
knowledge of the author, and met with 
marked applause. Mr. Brindley who as- 
sumed the character of Captain Absolute is 
a good looking person and from the ex- 
perience we are informed he has had in 
the provinces, we were led to hope would 
have made the part more interesting than 
he did. He wanted. ease, flexibility and 
buoyancy; he was well up in the charac- 
ter and did nothing to offend, but fell short 
of making any favourable impression. The 
Sir Lucius O’Trigger of Mr. O'Leary was 


The improvements are | 


part but with good effect. Mrs, Malaprop 
by Miss Cross, showed evident signs of 
being well acquainted with the stage and 
deserves unqualified praise. Miss Adams 
also played with spirit and animation in the 
character of Lydia Languish, and the Julia 
of Miss C. Lee was pathetic and ladylike. 
The other parts were efficiently sustained, 
and the comedy went off with eclat. Mr. 
E Murray sung several pleasing airs be- 
tween the play and farce very artistically, 
and Mrs. Maynard also gave Wapping 
Old Stairs, in a sweet plaintive style. We 
did not witness the farce of The Married 
Batchelor. 





GORRESPONDENCE., 





Amateur.—The number of persons who can be accomo- 
dated wih seats in Drury Lane Theatre, are four thousand 
two hundred and twenty. Covent Garden, a few hundred 
more. 

Worrell. —We will see the p‘ece the first opportunity, 

Mastero.—Mr. Allen appeared first at the Lyceum in the 
opera of Sonnambuia, in the year 1836, 

Newington Hall.- Our sub-editor was taken iil and could 
not atiend the performance. 

Hireling.—You may fit up a roomin the way you de~ 
scribe ani give private performances ard let it, but you 
must not take money or sel tickets publicly, without a 
licence. You may get the dramatic act at Lacey's Well- 
ington Street. 

Notice.—The Autobiography of Lyric Lovelaugh will be 
continued in our next number 
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devoid of the gentlemanly air and bearing, 
we have been in the habit of secing this 
character invested with, and it appeared to 
us he made: it too old and formal, in other 
respec.s.it was creditably acted. Faulk. 
land found a very respectable representa- 
tive in Mr. Dryden who. played: with a 
gentlemanly bearing and who was particu- 
larly well dressed. The part of Acres.was. 
done good justice to by Mr, Goldsmid, who 
was whimsical and humorous. The part 
of David was rendered very amusing, by 
Mr. Crombie who seldom feils to fill up hig 





MRS. STIRLING. 

There is no actress on the boards more 
sure of enlistening the sympathies of her 
audience than Mrs, Stirling. 

Whether in high-comedy or home pa- 
thos, this lady is inimitable. | Never was 
there @ more thrilling pieture of keen re~ 
morse intermingled with’ passionate love, 
than exhibited in Plot and Paseton, in the 
scene when compelled to allure Fouchés 
victim to destruction. 

Adrienne Lecouvreur may be considered 
this charming actrevs’s chef-d’ouvre; and 
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for elegance and grace her King Rene’s 
Daughter is irreproachable. For vivacity 
and genial chat nothing surpasses Mrs. 
Stirling’s Unprotected Female : a very owl 
would screech hilariously at it. 


MADAME CELESTE. 

You will hear some few irritants exclaim ; 
we can’t tolerate Madame’s broken English, 
it’s like plum-puddiug chopped into mince- 
meat. With this homely simile we coin- 
cide partly, but not entirely. There are 
some parts, such as Miami, that decidedly 
gain in interest from Madame’s peculiar 
utterance ; the semi-wild uncultu:ed dia- 
lect being in unison with the character as- 
sumed ; and this very accent in 7he Thirst 
Jor Gold, proves no siight ingredient for 
success. 

Celeste’s grand forte is her pantomime ; 
not a vulgar gliding about with meaning- 
less intention, bat a pantomime replete 
with poetry of action. 

Scrutinize her about to explain anything 
by dumb show, and deny if you can, that 
her eyes speaks volumes—it is an eye in 
which the fervid aspiration’s raptures of a 
woman’s soul, beams fouth irradiated with 
majestic intellect ! 


MISS REYNOLDS. 

We were always very partial to this 
lady’s ophelia ; her Lady of Lyons too is 
fascinating. 

Of slender figure and lady-like deport- 
ment ; not absolutely great but prepossess- 
ing and refined ; Miss Reynolds will never 
quit the stage without causing a »acuum 
not easily to be re-filled. Her voice is 
music that brings spring-time in the midst 
of frowning winter’s gloom ; it whispers as 
Xolian harp that sings upon the fitful gale. 

MISS M. OLIVER. 


Admirably adapted for the Lyceum in 
every respect. Her Mary in Used Up is 
pleasingly natural ; it was superb. 

In Give a dog an Ill Name, as the tried 
wife ofthe worthy doctor, in many parts 
Miss Oliver was exceedingly clever: there 
was a nicety of light and shade, and withal 
an unaffected effeminacy of tone, much to 
be commended. In the Charming Widow 
we sympathized with her in her little 
troubles, touching ‘that odious blue purse.’ 
Very sweetly did she play the loving but 
jealous wife ; it was quite a gem of ar- 
tistic euperiority. 


MRS. KEELEY. 

Do you think it possible to witness Mrs. 
Keeley’s poor Smike without a tear or two 
swelling up from your heart? Her Topsy 
is perfect, No one better knows how to 
depict in all its shattered humanity, a poor 
neglected, ignorant outcast of society, than 
Mrs. Keeley ; just as you make up your 
mind to laugh at some unaccountable drol- 
lery, there comes before you such a sudden 
scentillation of sentiment you sympathies 
are taken ly storm—when, lo, a turn of 
the straw and you are convulsed with mer- 
ment. 

What Dickins is on paper Mrs, Keeley 
ison the stage; Dickins never fails to 
make us roar, but he always makes us _ re- 
flect. Just so with Mrs. Keeley, she first 
wins our heart and then appeals to our dis- 
cernment ; of all actresses alive for origi- 
nality of conception and execution, this 
lady is a resplendent genius enshrined in 
homely mould. 

MISS WOOLGAR. 

Never was this popular Jady more felici- 
tous in depicting woman’s devotion than in 
Two Loves and a Life. No one with a 
spark of humanity, could gaze on the faith- 
ful girl now feverish and distressed in minp 
at the impending fate awaiting her heart’s 
chosen one ; noone could watch the in- 
tensity of feeling with which Miss Woolgar 
depicts the postmaster’s daughter rushing 
up from her sick couch, weak in body but 
strong in purpose and despair, without 
wishing from the depth of his soul, her 
lover might be saved. 

Miss Wooigar has faults; so too are 
there spots upon the sun ; Miss Woolgar 
is an ornament to her profession. 

Ceci, PEMBROKE. 





GARDENS & PLACES OF AMUSEMENT. 





CreMORNE.—The fine showers of rain 
have had a great effect upon the verdure 
of these delightful gardens, which pre- 
sent the most beautiful effect that can 
possibly be conceived. The flowers and 
plants of every description are in full 
foliage and bloom, and the entire may be 
considered a perfect Paradise. The amuse- 
ments are numerous and novel commencing 
at 4 o'clock and continue till eleven in 











the Medway, 3 The most prepinent are 
Professor Taylor and the Double-sighted 
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youth, Mons. Tanner and hie wonderful 
dogs, Signor Delevanti in his drawing- 
room entertainment, Madlle. Elsler the 
rope dancer, and an excellent vocal and in- 
strumental concert; equestrian perform- 
ances, and the ballet composed by Signor 
Milano; wherein are introduced the cele- 
brated danseus, the two Miss Cushnies and 
an excellent corps-de-ballet. ‘The whole 
concludes with splendid fire works, and 
when we take into consideration the great 
variety of amusements, we are at a loss to 
conceive how the worthy proprietor, Mr. 
Simpson can do all this for one shilling 
admittance. We observe Mr. Nelson Lee 
the active and able manager, has become 
the sole director of the establishment, a 
gentleman whose experience speaks out 
volumes as regards regularity, taste, and 
judgment. 





PROVINCIALS. 


SwANsEAa.—The theatre here opened on 
Monday last, under the management of Mr. T. 
R. Cobham, from the Surrey and Sadler’s 
Wells Theatres. The lessee, who is leading 
tragedian, has appeared as Othello, and other 
characters during the week. 

Giasegow.—The Princess’s Theatre has been 
crowded during the week to admire the per- 
formances of Miss Julia Harland and Mr. 
Andrews, in Villikins and his Dinah, and the 
Payne Family, in the ballet of Robert and 
Bertrand. 

Nrwport.—Miss Clara St. Casse and Mr. 
H. Robins have been crowding the house to 
witness their performances in comedy, tragedy, 
and nautical entertainments. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.—The theatre here 
during the race week has been very well atten- 
ded, and the company of a first rate character, 
chiefly consisting of artistes of metropolitan ce- 
lebrity, amongst whom may be mentioned Mr, 
George Wild, Mr Hoskins, Mr. and Mrs, 
Alfred Davis, Miss Fanny Williams, together 
with those clever dancers, Signor Veroni and 
Madlle. D’Antonie. A troupe of French 
comedians from London are shortly to appear. 
Mr. James Cooke’s talented equestrian are do- 
ing good business at the circus Royal. 

BIRMINGHAM.—At the Theatre Royal, Mr. 
Creswick, an old favourite here, istfulfilling a 
brief engagement. He appeared on Monday 
evening in Hamlet, and sustained the charac- 
ter with his usual ability; and on Friday in 
Black-eyed Susan, 
with more than ordinary effect. 





laying the part of William 
The spirited 
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lessee has affected engagements with Mr. and 
Miss Vandenhoff and Mrs. Charles Mathews, 
who are shortly to appear. Mr. James Bennett 
isalso to appear again for a few evenings, be- 
fore taking his departure for America. 
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OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX, 


Tue RANKRUPTCY OF Mr, CHARLES 
MaTHews,— JUDGMENT.—Mr. Commis- 
sioner Fane delivered judgement in this case 
on Friday. 

Mr. Mathews was present with his solicitor, 
Mr. Lawrence, and numerous members of the 
theatrical profession were also present. 

The learned commissioner, in delivering his 
judgement, said that Mr. Charles Mathews, 
having become bankrupt and passed his last 
examination, applied for his certificate about a 
week ago, his application being not only un- 
opposed, but supported by a paper, signed by 
almost all his creditors, 

His Honour then went through all the facts 
of the case, which have already appeared in 
this journal, and then added, ‘“‘ Mr. Mathews 
has been guilty of no dishonesty, no extrava- 
ganmce that I can see. The only fault he has 
committed is one which, though in my opinion 
the greatest of faults, I had almost said crime 
public opinion will not regard as such—the 
fault or crime of flying in the face of the law 
on two occasions by rejecting its provisions, 
and substituting his own notions of right. In 
1842, when he applied to the Insolvent Debtor's 
Court, the law took all he had, but left him 
his talents and industry, unburthened with 
debts. He rejected this advantage, and re- 
newed debts to the amount of £3,000, thus 
wronging himself and inflicting a cruel injustice 
on his future creditors. I say a cruel injustice 
because no man has a right to commencé a ca- 
reer which of necessity involves the incurring 
of new debts whilst burthened with old debts, 
which he has no assets to meet, except such as 
he obtained from new creditors. Such a sys- 
tem is, in fact, robbing Peter to pay Paul. 

Mr, E. F. Saville isengagedat the Victoria 
and appears there on Monday next, when the 
scene of his old triumphs will no doubt witness 
fresh ones. 

The celebrated dramas of the Dream Spectre 
Raffaelle the Reprobate, Crichton §c,, will be 
it is stated revived inmediately. 

The benefit of Mr, Buckstone, last week, 
proved a bumper of the most extraordinary 
description, the entire house presenting a 
galaxy of high rank, and rare beauty never 
surpassed even in the Haymarket himself. 

The well known and universally esteemed 
Mr. Charles Webb, the dramatic author, ap- 
pears now to bethe head caterer for the Royal 
Grecian, a manifest improvement on antece- 
dents. For the last month we have had this 








gentleman’s well known play of Amy Robsart, 
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and this week The Bride, Wife, and Widow, 
has been eminently successful. 

The ‘‘New Play,” at the Princess's called 
the Courier of Lyons, will be acted next week 
at the Standard Theatre, where, odd as it may 
sound, it was originally produced some years 
back, when Mr. Lyon’s, the late Mr. R, Hon- 
ner and Mrs. Honner sustained the principal 
characters. Coniment is needless. 

Mr. James Cooke, of the Cireus Royal, 
Newcastle-upon-T'yne, has purchased, for a 
very large sum, of Mr. Tyler, of the Surrey | 
Zoological Gardens, the two pigmy elephants’ 
Albert and Victoria, recently imported by him 
in the Howard East Indiaman, and they appear 
to-morrow night, for Mr. Cooke’s benefit, at 
the Circus Royal. 

Tue FAREWELL OF MADAME GRISI.—A 
grand morning concert, the last of the season, 
will be given at the Royal Italian Opera on 
Friday, the 14th inst., for the farewell of 
Madame Grisi, to the English public. AH 
the leading artistes of the establishment will 
assist at the concert, which promises to be the 
most brilliant that has ever been seen in this 
theatre. 


_—- 


THE BLIND MAN’S DOG, 


With feeble step, bereft of sight 
The blind man wends his way, 
Through winters gloom and summers light 
He wanders day by day. 
Led by his dog with yatehful care, 
Tho’ fiercely blows the wind, 
While at his side, Ah! who shall dare 
Molest the helpless blind P 


He leads him on from place to place, 
His toils he freely shares, 

While in his mouth a small tin case 
So patiently he bears. 

What’er may call, the faithful guard 
Can never lag behind ; 

True to his charge, no base reward 
Can tempt him from the blind. 


Tho’ hard his lot, tho’ scant his fare, 
The blind man’s fond caress, 

Repays his toils, with faithful care, 
He'll never love him less, 

Cold hearts may scoff, an honest friend 
In him he’ll ever find, 

Whose gratitude will never end, 
But help to cheer the blind. 


When death shall seal the blind man’s doom, 
Then likea faithful slave, 
He'll wait outside the lonely room, 
And follow to the grave. 
And there he’ll stay, nor henee be led, 
Tho’ ca)l’din accents kind, 
Till stretch’d above the silent dead, 
He never leaves the blind. 








P. HANLEY. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


M4? \ME TUSSAUD’S —THE R“YAL C't\ILDREN, 
} H. R. H. the Du hess of Gloucester, the Sultan of 
Turkey, the Emperor of ‘'ussia, and the Hero of Mata- 
vorda, General Maclaine are among the lates’ additions to 
MADAME TUSSAUD and SONS’ EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, aker Street, Portmiy Squire “the Best exe 
hibition in the metropohs,"—he Times —Admission Is. : 
Napoleon Rooms, 6d. Open, “) mover Season, from 1) till 
10. Winter—I]to dusk; Evening,7 ‘i'l 10 at Nigh’. 


ASINO DE VENISF, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. Now 

/ open for the Sunmer Seaso _ ‘pen ev rv eveningat 
half-pist eight o’clock—the band commence p aying at rine 
and continu-s, without quitting the orchestra. until tweive 
o’clock, the usual interval between the first and second 
parts of the programme being di-continued. These very 
popular and splendi! rooms comprises the “largest” and 
**best Kull Room” in London Splendid Subscription Room 
mest elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar 
Divan. and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, 
Coffee, and ‘efreshment Rooms fitted up in a superior style. 
153 immense and costly Mirrors ref‘ect the decorations at 
all points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps presents a ‘coup 
d'cil’ of unparelled splendour, luxury, elegan e, and re- 
finement. Mr. W. M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly a varied selection ofthe most favourite music 
of the day, including the “ Vilikins’ ” “Tsola,’’ * Pella,” 
“ Czarina,” and “ Corbeille D’aranges” Quadrilles. Tne 
‘*Mario.” ‘Le Carillonearde Brages,” ‘‘ Violante,” and 
Stella” Waltzes. ‘ Our British Queen,” ‘ Flora! Fete,’ 
“ Rochester” and ** Dig, Dig, Dig.” Polkas The * Artil- 
lery” “Close of the Hall” “Flying,” and Jack-a-Lan- 
tern " Galops, &c, Doors open at half-past ‘Eight o'clock 
and close at Twelve. Admission 1s. 


OYAL SOHO THEATRE.—(Late Miss Kelly’s.)— 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain.—Lessee. Mr, 
Mowbray.— Manager, Mr. W. Shirley —This elegant thea- 
tre, magnificently decorated, complete in every department 
and capable of containing 800 persons, is now to be let nightly 
for Dramatic Performances, Concerts, Lectures, &c.— 
Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of making the Stage their 
profession, will here find every facility for acquiring the 
necessary qualifications ; in short this establishment stp- 
plies a long looked for desideratum, and is the only recog- 
nized DRAMATIC SCHOOL in the metropolis. INSTRUCTION 
given in Elocution and Action, Fencing, Stage Art, and 
every information connected with the Theatrical Profession. 
Terms may be obtained at the Office of the Theatre, which 
is open daily from 11 to 5, or in the Coffee Room, from 6 
to 12 o'clock, where may be seen casts of the various plays 
in preparation. 


OM MATTHEWS, the celebrated CLOWN, at Home 
Clown Tavern, 57, Drury Lane, (four doors from 
Drury Lane Theatre). T. M. Wishes to inf’rm his friends 
and the public in general, that he has returned from Paris, 
where he has made a mostsuccessful tour, and having been 
nightly received with immense applause by a fashionable 
Parisian audience. T. M. will be most happy in meeting 
his friends in nis newly built Long Room, capable of hold- 
ing 100 persons, every evening at Eight o'clock, where they 
can have the choicest Wines, Spirits, Ale, Stout, and 
Porter, and likewise hear an excellent song. 
‘* Hoping kind Friends will rally around, 
And patronize their English Clown ; 
Whose every wish has been most true, 
To please the million—not a few! 
N.B. Mr. Rexves attends and provides professional 
gentleman and ladies with engagements. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months................. One Shilling. 
Six Months ....,.......0¢¢+6...1 Wo Shillings. 
Twelve Months ........++«+...Four Shillings. 
Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, for the Proprietor, 
W. Bestow, 19, Upper Cummings Street, Pentonville, 
where all commuuications are to be sent: and Sold by 
J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Blackfriar's-road; Git 
bert, Paternoster Row; Shaw and Wilson, 7, Bridges 
Street, Covent Garden; and all Booksellers and News- 
vendors. 
Manchester, James 62, Great Ancoets and Mr. 
— Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
‘ verpool. To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial 
owns. 



































